
How have toys changed over time? 

 

Key Vocabulary   
past Already happened 

 
present Now 

 
future Not happened yet 

 
timeline Visual representation 

of a sequence of 

events in time order   
old Something that has 

existed for a long time 

 
new Something that has 

been recently created 

or built 
 

modern Something new that 

involves the latest 

ideas or equipment   
Victorian Belonging to the 

middle or last part of 

the 19th century when 

Victoria was queen   

Victorian Toys 

Victorian toys were usually made from 
wood, metal and paper. The toys that 
Victorian children had depended on how 
much money their family had. 

 

Children from rich families played with 

toys such as clockwork train sets, toy 

soldiers, tea sets, rocking horses, dolls 

and dolls houses. 

 

Children from poor families played with 

home-made toys such as peg dolls and 

wooden boats. Rags were stuffed with 

sawdust to make balls and toy animals. If 

they were lucky, poor children were 

sometimes bought cheap penny toys from 

the market. 

 

 

 

 

     

Toys Today 

We all like to play with toys and today 

there are so many different types.  

Have a think 

What toys do you have? What is your 

favourite toy? 

Toys today are made using a range of 

different materials, they have to meet 

safety rules and due to advances in 

technology they can do clever and 

complicated things.                          

                     

 

 


